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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 5 recites the limitation "snap hook" in the first line of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 1 - 3, 1 0, 1 1 , 1 3, 1 5 - 1 8, and 20 - 22 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hou (U.S. Application 2002 / 0170874 A1. Hou 
discloses the closure body (13) having a base portion (10) configured to engage the 
bottle (50) with the closure body positioned over the mouth (See Figure 1); the liquid 
passageway (11) defined by the base portion and extending at least partially 
therethrough (Paragraph 0020); the connector disposed on the closure body (13) and is 
adapted to allow the closure body (13) to be detachable connected to an object. See 
Figures 1-4. 
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Regarding claim 2, as stated above in claim 1 , Hou discloses tlie connector 
located on the closure body (13) to extend generally outwardly away from the bottle 
(50). See Figures 1-4. 

Regarding claim 3. as stated above in claim 2, Hou discloses the connector is 
generally symmetrically aligned about a longitudinal axis of the bottle (50). See Figures 
1 -4. 

Regarding claim 10, as stated above in claim 1 , Mou discloses the drinking spout 
(20) disposed on the base portion of the closure body (13) and forming at least part of 
the liquid passageway (Paragraph 19); the closure body (13) including the lid (30) that is 
moveable connected to the base portion (10) to move between the first position (See 
Figure 2), in which the lid (30) engages the base portion and prevents access to the 
drinking spout (20), and the second position, in which the lid (30) is at least partially 
disengaged from the base portion (10) to allow access to the drinking spout. See 
Figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 1 1, as stated above in claim 10, Hou discloses the drinking 
spout (20) is a tube. See Figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 13, as stated above in claim 10, Hou discloses the drinking 
spout (20) is formed by part of a straw (22). See Figure 1 . 



Application/Control Number: 10/702,409 



Art Unit: 3727 



Page 4 



Regarding claim 15, as stated above in claim 10, Hou discloses the surface of 
the lid (30), which faces the base portion (10) when the lid (30) is in the first position, 
seals (31) the drinking spout while in the first position (Paragraph 0021). See Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 16, as stated above in claim 15, Hou discloses the surface 
includes a seal (31), which substantially prevents fluid flow from the bottle past the lid 
when the lid (30) is in the first position (Paragraph 0021). See Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 17, as stated above in claim 10, Hou discloses the annular 
envelop (21) adapted to receive a portion of the bottle defining the mouth therein 
(Paragraph 0020). See Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 18, as stated above in claim 17, Hou discloses the seal (24) 
located within the envelope to generally reduce any liquid transfer between the closure 
body and the bottle (Paragraph 0020). See Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 20, as stated above in claim 17, Hou discloses the annular 
shroud adapted to cover any interface between the annular envelope and the bottle. 
See Figure 1. 
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Regarding claim 21, as stated above in claim 20, Hou discloses the latch (41) for 
detachably securing the lid (30) in the first position (Paragraph 0021 & 0024). See 
Figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 22, as stated above in claim 21, Hou discloses the depressible 
section (40) that releases the latch to allow the lid (30) to be move from the first position 
(Paragraph 0021 & 0024). See Figure 1. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4 - 5, & 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hou (U.S. Patent Application 2002 / 0170874 A1) in view of Butler (U.S. Patent 
Number Des. 3111 39). Hou discloses the invention substantially as claimed. However, 
Hou does not disclose the connector is a snap hook. Butler teaches the connector is a 
snap hook. See Figures 1 & 2. it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to make the closure as taught by Butler in 
order to enhance and increase the closure functionality. 
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Regarding claim 5, as stated above in claim 1, Butler discloses the snap hook is 
integrally formed with the closure body. 

Regarding claim 7, as stated above in claim 4, Butler discloses the snap hook 
including the lateral support member that is connected to opposing lateral sides of the 
snap hook and to a surface of the closure body that supports the snap hook. 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hou (U.S. 
Patent Application 2002 / 0170874 A1) in view of Butler (U.S. Design Patent 31 1 139) 
and further in view of Mainquist et al., (U.S. Patent Number 662631 1). Hou and Butler 
disclose the invention substantially as claimed, wherein, the portion of the snap hook 
has a sufficiently thin cross-section to allow the portion to be deflected. See Figures 3 & 
5. However Hou and Butler do not disclose the closure body and the snap hook formed 
by a polymer. Moreover, it is obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art that the snap 
hook is made from a plastic material. Mainquist el al., discloses the closure body that is 
formed by the polymer material (column 5, line 25 - 27). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make a 
polymer closure body as taught by Mainquist et al., in order to ensure a durable and 
light weight material with low manufacturing cost. 

8. Claims 8, 9, 24 & 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hou (U.S. Patent Application 2002 / 0170874 Al) in view of Freimark (U.S. Patent 
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Number 5409151) and in view of McRae (U.S. Patent Design Number 481937). Hou 
discloses the invention substantially as claimed. However, Hou does not disclose the 
connector having a U-shape member having first and second legs. Freimark teaches 
the connector (13) having the U-shape member having first and second legs. See 
Figure 4. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to make a connector as taught by Freimark in order enhance 
portable transportation. 

However, Hou and Freimark do not disclose the first leg pivotably connected to 
the closure body and the second leg detachable engageable with the closure body. 
McRae discloses the first leg pivotably connected to the closure body and the second 
leg detachable engageable with the closure body. See Figures 1 & 3. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to make the connector as taught by McRae in order to ensure an user friendly release 
mechanism. 

Regarding claim 9, as stated above in claim 8, McRae teaches the connector 
incorporates the bolt clip that is configured to detachably engage the closure body. See 
Figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 24, as stated above in claim 10, Hou discloses the lid rotatable 
about a central closure (13) axis regardless of whether the lid (30) is in the first or 
second position. See Figures 1-3. However, Hou does not disclose the connector. 
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Freimark teaches the connector. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make a closure as taught by 
Freimark in order to enhance portable transportation. 

Regarding claim 27, as stated above in claim 8, McRae discloses the connector 
incorporates the fastener on the second leg that is configured to detachably engage the 
closure body. 

9. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hou 
(U.S. Patent Application 2002 / 0170874 A1) in view of Pittarelli et al., (U.S. Patent 
Number 571 1465). Hou discloses the invention substantially as claimed. However, 
Hou does not disclose the drinking spout is a rotatable tube. Pittarelli et al., discloses 
the drinking spout (140) is a rotatable tube (column 7, line 36 - 37). See Figures 5a, 
6a, & 6b). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to make the drinking spout as taught by Pittarelli et al., in order 
to increase the closure multi-functional capabilities. 

10. Claims 12, 19, & 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hou (U.S. Patent Application 2002 / 0170874 Al) in view of Roth et al., (U.S. 
Patent Number 6584800). Hou, discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Hou does not disclose the pull top drinking spout. Roth et al., teaches a pull 
top drinking spout (56). See Figures 1 . 4 & 5. It would have been obvious to one 
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having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make a pull top 
drinking spout as taught by Roth et al.. in order to enhance the bottle capabilities by 
allowing the user to seal liquid fluids in the bottle without closing the lid. 

Regarding claim 19, as stated above in claim 17, Hou discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed. However, Hou does not disclose the at least one thread for 
engaging the bottle. Roth et al., teaches at least one thread (68) for engaging the bottle 
(12). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to threads for engaging the bottle as taught by Roth et al., in order 
to adequately secure the closure to the bottle. 

Regarding claim 23, as stated above in claim 1 , Hou discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed. However, Hou does not disclose the thermal energy storage 
member detachably connected to the base portion of the closure body, wherein the 
base portion is configured to support the thermal energy storage member within the 
cavity of the bottle when the base portion is engaged with the bottle. Roth et al., 
teaches the thermal energy storage member (44) detachably connected to the base 
portion (18) of the closure body (50), wherein the base portion (18) is configured to 
support the thermal energy storage member (44) within the cavity of the bottle (12) 
when the base portion (18) is engaged with the bottle (12). See Figures 3 & 4. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
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made to make thermal energy storage member as taught by Roth et al., in order to 
maintained a consumable chilled or heated beverage. 

1 1 . Claim 25 & 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hou (U.S. Patent Application 2002 / 0170874 Al) in view of Freimark (U.S. Patent 
Number 5409151) and further in view of Sullivan et al., (U.S. Design Patent Number 
387621). Hou and Freimark disclose the invention substantially as claimed. However, 
Hou and Freimark do not disclose the base portion including a first part that is adapted 
to engage the bottle and a second part that is rotationally connected to the first part. 
Sullivan et al., teaches the base portion including the first part that is adapted to engage 
the bottle and the second part that is rotationally connected to the first part. See 
Figures 5-7. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to make the base portion as taught by Sullivan et al., in 
order secure and prevent liquid leaks. 

Regarding claim 26, as stated above in claim 25, Sullivan et al., discloses the 
second part of the base portion that is rotationally connected to the first part via the 
drinking spout. See Figure 6. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lester L. Vanterpool whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8028. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



273-8300. 



Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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